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To NKA Members,

This will be my last message 
to you as your President and I 
would like to share one of my 
favorite poems, Life Begins 
When you Do, and also some 
thoughts about it by the author 
Mary Anne Radmacher. 

Life Begins When You Do is 
her statement of purpose - 
Live with Intention:
Walk to the edge.
Listen hard. Laugh. 
Play with abandon.
Practice wellness.
Continue to learn.
Choose with no regret.
Appreciate your friends.
Lead or follow a leader.
Do what you love.
Live as if this is all there is.

Some author’s thoughts:

Nearly everyone postpones 
one grand thing or a collection 
of mighty hopes and dreams.

Between the quote marks of 

our lives are phrases like 
these: "When things slow 
down...when I finish my 
degree...when I get 
certified...as I acquire a 
deeper knowledge 
base...when I have 
kids...when the kids are 
grown...when I get well...when 
I marry...when I divorce...when 
I retire...when I get that 
promotion, that raise, that job, 
that house, that whatever the 
fill-in-the blank is for your 
specific postponing of life..."

You may think you are 
postponing the longing of your 
soul until life aligns itself with 
your vision, until elements 
conspire to be more 
favorable...but as it happens, 
life just lolls along at the same 
remarkable consistent and 
disinterested cadence. Life is 
impartial. YOUR personal, 
subjective life (dreams, 
satisfactions, contentment, 
achievements, vision, fullness, 
passion, aspirations) begins 
when you begin.
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From my teens into adulthood, 
I said, "I want to be an artist." 
One day I changed the 
sentence to, "I am an artist." 
My view changed. Life began. I 
looked behind me and saw 
that I had been accidentally 
living as an artist. I had been 
laying down a path that was 
only now visible to eyes that 
had begun to see. 

Beginning my life as an artist 
made my heart's longing and 
the small, tentative labors of 
my hands - visible and 
tangible. I began by opening 
the door and simply believing 
that I could live my dream. I 
began living that dream by 
seeing that I could.

Your purpose, that thing that 
among the many to-dos of 
your days, is what you must 
do. Embrace the truth of your 
purpose each minute of your 
precious life...how very true it 
is that life begins when you do.

If you would dream it
BEGIN it.
If you have an idea
OPEN it.
If there is longing
ACKNOWLEDGE it.
If there is mission
COMMIT it.
If there is daring
DO it.
If there is love
SPEAK it.
If there is resource
USE it.
If there is abundance
SHARE it.

Here’s to all of you and 

perhaps the beginning of 
something wonderful!

Warmly, 
Lois Logan, President

***********************************
Quick and Easy Assessments

note:  These probably would 
have been better in August or 
September but ... perhaps you 
will want to save them until 
next year or perhaps you will 
decide to begin using them in 
January!

Four Square Assessment – At 
the beginning of each month, 
have children fold a piece of 
paper into fourths.  Ask 
them to write/draw the same 
thing in each square every 
month.  You might have them 
draw a picture of themselves, 
write their name, write 
letters of the alphabet, 
numbers, shapes, write a 
story, etc.  Adapt to your age 
level and standards.  Date 
and save for a “reliable” 
picture of the child’s 
progress throughout the 
year.

Interest Inventory -  In 
addition to saving writing 
samples and self

portraits in a “portfolio” each 
month, have the children 
complete an “interest inven-
tory”  by filling in sentences 
similar to the ones below:
“I am good at______.
I like to _____.
I want to work on _____.
My favorite book is _____.
I wish _____.
Hint!  Younger children could 
just dictate their responses 
to an adult.

from Dr. Jean’s blog  (Dr. 
Jean Feldman - kindergarten 
teacher, trainer, presenter, 
author, singer, songwriter - 
researcher, early childhood 
resource extraordinaire ... )   
drjean@drjean.org

**************************
The prime purpose of being 
four is to enjoy being four ~ of 
secondary importance is to 
prepare for being five.
 ~ Jim Trelease

We worry about what a child 
will become tomorrow yet we 
forget that he/she is someone 
today.
 ~ Stacia Tauscher

If our American way of life fails 
the child, it fails us all.
 ~ Pearl S. Buck
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Full STEAM ahead: 
 Arts, STEM and 21st 
 century learning
 
 By Doug Haller  
 October 31st, 2012

It’s autumn in the Rockies and 
a season for debate and 
confrontation. In nature, the 
bugle call of the male elk woos 
mates and incites challengers 
for control of the harem. 

Let’s take a look at the 
argument for adding an “A” to 
STEM to create STEAM and 
acknowledge the role of the 
arts in 21st century learning.

The acronym STEM already 
suffers from lack of clarity. To 
some, STEM implies an inte-
gration of several disciplines 
into a coherent tapestry. 
Others use STEM to refer to a 
group of disciplines requiring 
similar cognitive skills such as 
research and innovation. 

Will adding the “A” to STEM 
create more confusion, dilute 
student preparation for a 
technically advanced work 
environment or improve 
innovation by acknowledging 
the creative act and processes 
more commonly associated 
with the arts?

Many scientists I’ve met 

integrate art into their work 
intentionally or unconsciously.  
Communicating scientific 
concepts and data requires 
creating visual and even sonic 
representations. I’ve “heard” 
energy pulses from space 
because scientists thought to 
convert electromagnetic 
radiation into sound. 

As a geology student, one of 
my great joys was illustrating 
maps of the terrain we 
researched. Looking at human 
history, it appears to me that 
flourishing societies demon-
strate excellence in the arts as 
well as STEM.  

The transition from the Middle 
Ages to the Renaissance saw 
revolutions in the arts as well 
as the sciences.  Clearly, 
something about art brings out 
creativity and innovation in 
ways different from but 
complementary to the sciences.

In Boulder, Colo., associate 
professor in the College of 
Music and jazz saxophonist 
John Gunther recently 
received funding to explore 
ways to enhance the pedagogy 
of STEM through music and 
the arts. Specifically, Gunther 

will explore the “Science of 
Creativity” to better under-
stand the creative process as it 
applies to arts and sciences. 

Gunther hopes to learn where 
commonalities in creativity in 
the sciences and arts exist, 
develop ways to visually and 
sonically represent data and 
use technology to further the 
education of the arts and the 
sciences. 

His initiative will also take into 
account the growing body of 
research and applications in 
the neurosciences that allow us 
to map active areas of the brain 
during different physical and 
mental pursuits.  

Gunther is not alone in his 
interest in the relationship 
between STEM and music. 
Others include author and 
Talking Heads musician David 
Byrne looking at how our 
brains process music,  
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Art Institute of Chicago 
professor Linda Keane 
emphasizing that the “A” for 
arts includes design a process 
applied by profesions in fields 
as diverse as urban planning 
and mechanical engineering, 
and  a report by the National 
Governors Asso-ciation 
released in May “New 
Engines for Growth:  Five 
Roles for Arts, Culture and 
Design.” which argues that 
including the arts in urban 
(and rural) development plans 
increases economic prosperity 
because the creative juices of 
artists feed innovation in 
STEM professions. 

****************************
Doug Haller, Haller STEM 
Education Consulting, is 
an education consultant spec-
ializing in strategic planning 
and market analysis to drive 
design, development and sales 
of niche education products for 
clients in the for-profit, 
nonprofit, and education and 
public outreach fields and is 
based on years of practical 
experience as an educator, 
instructional designer and 
education consultant. Check 
out his blog, STEM 
Education: Inspire, 
Engage, Educate.

****************************
Education makes a people easy to 
lead, but difficult to drive: easy to 
govern, but impossible to enslave.
! ~ Peter Brougham

What we learn with pleasure we 
never forget.
! ~ Alfred Mercier

Every year around this time 
teachers are faced with the 
age old dilemma of how/what/
when/if to teach holidays.  
Following are thoughts from 
two early childhood profes-
sionals whichmay help!

Holiday Celebrations

It is NOT against the law to 
mention a religious holiday, 
how it started, or why is it 
celebrated. It IS against the 
law to espouse and encourage 
belief/membership FOR or 
AGAINST any particular reli-
gion...OR religion in general.

At Christmas and at Easter I 
put the above statement in my 
newsletters  (worded perhaps 
slightly differently). I want to 
educate my students' parents 
about what is allowed and not 
allowed in the public schools
regarding religion because 
many of them, too, have 
inaccurate information.

In December I teach about the 
countries children's families 
come from and read selected
folk tales.  Additionally,  we 
read LIGHTS OF WINTER, 
written by Heather Conrad and 
illustrated by deForest Walker.

It describes eleven celebra-
tions, with a drawing informa-
tion about each holiday from 

around the world. None of the 
families object because steps 
are taken to distinguish 
between learning about and
celebrating holidays. Families 
are welcome to come and 
teach all of the children about 
their holiday observations, as 
long as there are no presents
given to the children. 

When there are no Muslim 
children in my class, I teach 
about Eid ul Fitre, so that my 
mostly Christian and Jewish 
children will learn more about 
their Muslim peers. We talk 
about the Muslim, Christian 
and Jewish customs of giving 
to the poor. We also talk about 
the non-religious organizations 
providing goods, services and 
money to help people. 

For Valentines day we talk 
about a greater love than 
romantic love; and use the
candy money to send to charity 
instead. Small amounts of 
money can make a huge 
difference in empowering 
children; and I always make 
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sure every child has money 
they can donate - even if it 
comes from me.

Discuss the origins of Easter 
from a historical perspective. 
History is history. 

If you begin with the question 
"Why Do SOME People Cele-
brate Easter?" with your class, 
someone will eventually say 
that it's because Jesus rose 
from the dead. That gives you
the opening you're looking for. 
Then you can say, yes..."That's  
what Christians believe.  They 
believe that Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead."

Notice that I DID NOT say "WE 
believe" or "I believe" or "WE 
celebrate".

It's important that you do not 
make yourself appear to be on 
one side or the other on this 
religious holiday. Your beliefs 
must remain neutral. It's ok to 
say that not everyone believes 
in Jesus or in Easter.  It's ok to 
say that some celebrate Easter 

with Easter baskets and candy, 
some people celebrate it in 
church, and some people don't
celebrate it at all.

I tell my students that 
everyone's family is different 
and I would do the same if I
taught in a neighborhood 
where Eid is celebrated or in 
an area where Yom Kipper is 
celebrated. 

When we're doing a holiday 
experience story or a class 
chart about "What is Easter?"
(for instance) it is important to 
record all answers even if one 
or more contains a reference to 
Jesus or God or the Easter 
Bunny or the Easter Duck or 
someone else's god... 

The words "God or Jesus" are 
NOT forbidden in the schools 
(although some people think 
they are) - especially if they 
come from the mouths of
children. 

Ardis K is 
kosfam@comcast.net
Maggie is 
a_joyous_noise@comcast.net 

***************************
Children will not remember you 
for the material things you pro-
vided but for the feeling that you 
cherished them.
! ~ Richard L. Evans

Learning to Count Is 
Important for School 
Readiness, Study Says

 By Julie Rasicot  
 November 9, 2012
 
Teaching preschoolers to 
actually count numbers—not 
just recite them—will better 
prepare them for success in 
math once they start school, 
new research from the 
University of Missouri 
suggests.

"Counting gives children 
stronger foundations when 
they start school," researcher 
Louis Manfras, an assistant 
professor in the university's 
department of human 
development and family 
studies, said in a news 
release. "The skills children 
have when they start 
kindergarten affect their 
trajectories through early 
elementary school; therefore, 
it's important that children 
start with as many skills as 
possible."

To determine the importance 
of learning to count, Manfra 
studied data from more than 
3,000 low-income kids to find 
out whether their abilities to 
recite and count in preschool 
affected their math scores 
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once they were in 1st grade.

Here's what he discovered: 
Kids who could recite and 
count to 20 in preschool had 
the highest math scores in 
1st grade. The bad news? 
Less than 10 percent of the 
children in the study could 
count and recite to 20, 
according to the university.

"When children are just 
reciting, they're basically 
repeating what seems like a 
memorized sentence. When 
they're counting, they're 
performing a more cognitive 
activity in which they're 
associating a one-to-one 
correspondence with the 
object and the number to 
represent a quantity," Manfra 
said.

Manfra notes that learning to 
count would give kids a 
stronger math foundation 
when they start school, which 
can only benefit them as they 
progress through the grades. 
But developing that skill may 
be more difficult in low-
income families because 
research has shown that 

these families tend to rely 
more on schools to teach 
some basic skills—while 
teachers may be expecting 
that kids will have learned 
them at home.

"This is a problem because it 
gives parents and teachers 
the idea that it's not their 
responsibility to educate the 
children, when it's everyone's 
responsibility," he said. "This 
is problematic because, when 
the children enter 
kindergarten and are at lower 
math levels, they don't have 
the foundational skills needed 
to set them on paths for 
future success."

Manfra reminded parents that 
easy math lessons can be 
found in many daily 
activities.

"When adults read books with 
children, they can count the 
ducks on the page," he 
suggested. "They might 
count the leaves that fall to 
the ground outside or the 
number of carrots at 
lunchtime."

This study is expected to be 
published in an upcoming issue 
of the Journal of Research in 
Childhood Education.

***********************
PS: count around the house - 
windows, chairs, people, plates 
for dinner, beds, dog toys, 
lamps, flowers in the yard ... ;-)

How Important Is Early 
Math?

 by Linda M. Platas

We all know that math is 
important. But, how important 
is math in the early years when 
compared to other domains 
such as reading, attention, or 
socio-emotional development? 
It turns out that early math 
ability is the biggest predictor 
of later academic success at 
third and fifth grade.

How do we know this? It began 
with a look at six large-scale 
longitudinal studies of children 
in the United States, Canada 
and Great Britain. Dr. Greg 
Duncan at UC Irvine and 
colleagues (2007) analyzed 
these data to figure out which 
early skills at school entry were 
associated with later academic 
achievement. They controlled 
for performance such as 
socioeconomic status, child 
health. In other words, their 
analyses separated out these 
factors so that all that 
remained was the actual 
predictive power of early math,  
reading, attention and socio- 
emotional skills on academic 
achievement. The results, as 
stated in the beginning of this 
column, demonstrated that 
early math skills were the 
strongest predictors of later 



academic performance. 
(Reading was next, followed by  
attention. Socio-emotional 
behaviors were not statistically 
significant predictors.)

That was just the beginning. 
Researchers were so surprised 
that early math skills seemed 
so important that new research 
teams re-examined the 
findings. In 2010, the journal 
Developmental Psychology 
published five papers that 
confirmed the predictive power 
of early math skills.

Since then, other studies have 
looked at various aspects of the 
relationship between early 
math and later achievement. 
These subsequent studies 
continue to support the 
importance of early math 
skills. Researchers have found 
that children with persistent 
problems attaining math skills 
are less likely to graduate from 
high school or go to college, 
and that math achievement in 
adolescents actually predicts 

labor market success (Duncan 
& Magnuson, 2011). So, how 
important is math in the early 
years when compared to other 
domains like reading, 
attention, or socio-emotional 
development? Very!

Linda M. Platas holds a Ph.D. in 
Education from the University of 
California at Berkeley and a B.A. 
in Child and Adolescent Develop-
ment.  She can be reached at: 
lplatas@berkeley.edu.

******************************* 
Help adds up

Tools, parents give 
students boost in learning 
math skills

Kimberly Dupps Truesdell 
 The Journal Gazette
 November 13, 2012

Blocks and discs help 
children with addition and 
subtraction.

Math might be challenging for 
an elementary school 
student, but it can be just as 
daunting for a parent tasked 
with helping with homework.

“Content is being pushed on 
kids earlier and earlier,” says 
Adam Normand, math 

curriculum coordinator at Fort 
Wayne Community Schools. 
“It is a lot different than 
(when parents) went to 
school and different than the 
way we learned because the 
expectations have been 
raised nationally.”

Willa Kline, executive director 
of Educational Opportunities 
Center encourages parents to 
talk to the teacher about a 
specific situation, and 
Normand says that textbooks 
are available online via a 
teacher’s classroom website. 
But the best thing a parent 
can do, Normand and Kline 
say, is to focus on arithmetic.

Children learn math in a 
progression – from a 
concrete, visual way to a 
more abstract way. For 
parents, Normand says, “it’s 
critical … not to just give 
(children) numbers and 
symbols but to give them 
anything.”

“Be creative with what you 
already have,” he adds. “You 
don’t need these colorful 
cubes or plastic bears to 
learn how to count.”

Rocks, coins and toys are all 

examples of “manipulatives,” 
educational jargon for things 
kids can play with to 
understand a concept, that 
can be used to help a child 
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add and subtract. Children 
move the objects around and 
see the answer. 

Kline suggests trying a 
variety of things to “help 
them focus on facts and use 
them. The more they see it in 
different ways, then hopefully 
something clicks.”

kdupps@jg.net

*******************
Environmental Print

* What?
Reading print from the world 
around us is one of the 
beginning stages of literacy 
development.  The letters, 
numbers, shapes, and colors 
found in logos for products 
and stores such as McDonald’s, 
Wal-Mart, Coke, and 
Campbell’s soup all provide 
opportunities for emerging 
readers to interact with print 
and the written word in their 
own environment. We see 
Environmental Print 
everywhere, we see logos and 
signs in our daily lives but as 
adults we don’t consider it 
real “reading”.  However, 
Environmental Print is the 
first print a child learns to 
“read”.

* Why?
Using Environmental Print in 

t h e c la s s r o o m i s v e r y 
meaningful to young children.  
The logos and signs they see 
in their daily lives hold great 
meaning for them.  How many 
times have you driven by a 
McDonald’s restaurant with 
your child in the car and he 
h a s s h o u t e d “ L o o k ! 
McDonald’s!”?  

Children get excited when 
they can “read” the print in 
t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t .  
Environmental Print is another 
way to build confidence in 
young children and get them 
excited about reading.   When 
children are excited about 
reading an d pr int holds 
meaning for them they will 
learn much faster and begin 
to make connections to the 
world around them.   When 
children use the contextual 
clues found in Environmental 
Print to “read” then they will 
be able to transition into the 
functional print of school 
more easily.  

Environmental Print can be 
incorporated easily into every 
area of the early childhood 
classroom. Here are some 
ideas for using Environmental 
Print below:

What’s for Breakfast? Have 
the students bring box fronts 
of their favorite breakfast 
cereal to school and make a 
class book titled “What’s for 
Breakfast?”.

What’s for lunch? Have the 
students bring labels, bags, or 
other environmental print
from their favorite lunch
foods to create a class book.  
Add the following text below 
to each picture, 
“_______ (child’s name) eats 
_______ (name of item) for 
lunch” 
To spice this activity up you
could put the pages inside a 
real lunch box.

Our Favorite Restaurant book: 
Have the students bring bags 
from favorite restaurants.  
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Next, mount the environmental 
print from the bags on 
cardstock and add the text 
below:  
“________ (child’s name) 
likes to eat at 
________(name 
of  restaurant)”

Word Wall: 
Put Environmental Print on 
your word wall.  It is even 
more meaningful if you have 
the students bring in the 
Environmental Print to put up 
on the wall themselves.

Vanessa Levin is a passionate 
advocate for high-quality early 
childhood education.  Read all 
about her at www.pre-kpages.com
*************************
e-books

Amy Neal of Minot, ND asked 
on the ND K teachers 
listserv:

“Does anyone else have any 
online story sources for 
literacy?”

and ... here’s what she (we) 
found out from so many 
wonderfully helpful K 
teachers:

* Barnes & Noble Online 
Storytime:
16 Children Stories for 
students to watch.

It starts with "The Kissing 
Hand," but scroll down a little 
bit and you will see the 
different book selections.
http://
www.barnesandnoble.com/u/
online-storytime-books-toys/
379003588

* TumbleBooks:
http://www.minotlibrary.org/
Click on "Kids"
Click on "TumbleBook 
Library"

* http://
www.storylineonline.net
*  Meegenius.com 
* http://frankasch.com/
animatedbooks.html
* http://storyplace.org/
storyplace.asp
*  http://kids.aol.com/KOL/
1/KOLJrStories
*  http://
www.kidsstoriesonline.com/
online-stories.html

* Here's a link to a page of 
links  http://
www.teachers.cr.k12.de.us/
~galgano/story.htm

* I just discovered this one 
on Pinterest.
http://www.readtomelv.com/

***************************
Why did the school boy have only 
one glove on?
The weather forecast said that it 
might be warm, but on the other 
hand it might be quite cool.

Musical Shapes

Materials Needed:

Playground Large Chalk CD/
Tape Player Music CD/Tape

1. This game is a rendition of 
Musical Chairs, except 
there are no chairs and 
no losers! 

2.Count the number of 
children in your class. 

3.While on the playground, 
draw shapes whose 
sides total the number 
of children in your class 
(if you have get the 
picture). These shapes 
should be able to hold 
the same number of 
standing children as 
there are sides without 
undue crowding. Try to 
draw polygons with 
equilateral sides (sides 
of the same length). 

4.Provide instructions to the 
children: 

*Walk around the shapes with 
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the children and have 
them name the shapes 
and count the sides. 

* Before you leave each shape, 
ask children to count the 
sides and put the same 
number of children 
inside the shape. 

*Make sure children under-
stand this part: # of 
sides = # of children 

* Explain that when you start 
the music, children 
should begin walking 
around the shapes, 
without going inside 
them. When the music 
stops, the children 
should fill the shapes  
but only with the same 
number of children as 
sides.

5.Start the music (best to start 
with a slow song).

6.Play for about one minute. 

7. When you stop the music, 
remind the children to 
match the number of 
shape sides with the 
number of children. 

8.Initially, the children will 
need a lot of help 

organizing themselves 
into the shapes 
appropriately. Starting 
with simpler shapes or 
identical shapes (all 
triangles) may help. 

9.Repeat game as desired! 

Scaffolding Down

For children who have 
difficulty initially grasping the 
gameconsider writing the 
number of sides in a shape in 
the shape itself. However, as 
soon as children understand 
the game, remove these 
numerals so that they need to 
analyze the shape in order to 
figure out how many children 
should stand inside.

Scaffolding Up

For children who easily grasp 
the game, consider involving 
them in calculating which 
shapes should be drawn. and 
addition/subtraction skills in 
determining what combination 
of shapes can be used to 
provide exactly the right 
number of sides for the class.

Rainy Days

Consider marking the shapes 
on the floor inside the 
classroom with masking tape.

Chidlren’s Book Picks

note:  There are SO many 
wonderful stories dealing with 
these winter holidays, I had 
trouble deciding ...

Unanimous favorites have to 
do with trolls and tomtar. Jan 
Brett's colorful and lushly 
illustrated Trouble With 
Trolls and Christmas Trolls 
have Scandinavian-derived 
themes of naughty trolls 
trying to take what doesn't 
belong to them. Treva, the 
protagonist in both stories, 
must outwit the trolls to get 
back her dog (in TWT) or the 
family Christmas gifts (CT). 
In the latter, she works with 
the trolls to teach them about 
the Christmas spirit and the 
joy of giving. There are 
secondary story lines going 
on at the sides and bottom of 
the pages.



Learn about Hanukkah from 
Herschel and the Hanukkah 
Goblins by Eric Kimmel, 
illustrated by Trina Schart 
Human. Herschel determines 
to outwit the goblins who have 
been haunting the synagogue 
and preventing the villagers 
from celebrating Hanukkah. 
For seven nights he tricks and 
confuses the progressively 
large goblins so that they leave 
the synagogue, and on the 
seventh, he must face and 
outwit the devil himself. There 
are back pages to explain the 
original Hanukkah story.

The African-American 
celebration of Kwanzaa is 
based on an ancient African 
harvest festival. We learned 
about it from Seven Candles 
for Kwanzaa by Andrea Davis 
Pinckney, illustrated by Brian 

Pinckney. Warm family scenes 
illustrate each of the daily 
Kwanzaa principles of 
unity,self-determination, 
collective work and 
responsibility, cooperative 
economics, purpose, creativity 
and faith. Two of the scenes 
portrayed morph into related 
African scenes, and African 
motifs border the pages.The 
African-American celebration 
of Kwanzaa is based on an 
ancient African harvest festival. 
We learned about it from 
Seven Candles for Kwanzaa 
by Andrea Davis Pinckney, 
illustrated by Brian Pinckney. 
Warm family scenes illustrate 
each of the daily Kwanzaa 
principles of unity,self-
determination, collective work 
and responsibility, cooperative 
economics, purpose, creativity 
and faith. Two of the scenes 
portrayed morph into related 
African scenes, and African 
motifs border the pages.

*************************
Teacher Grant Opportunities
note: grant opportunities will be 
added/subtracted and printed 
multiple times so be sure to give 
the list a once over each 
newsletter

Class Wish
This site empowers parents, 
educators and local communities 
to make a positive change in 
children's lives by providing them 
with the supplies they need. Every 
class needs something, and 
ClassWish can be a great way to 
engage the community while 
obtaining necessary items.
http://classwish.org/about

Corning Inc. Foundation
Public K-12 school districts, 
community colleges, and four-
year institutions of higher learning 
are the consistent beneficiaries of 
Corning Foundation support.

Edison International
To qualify for consideration, 
organizations must strive to 
maintain or improve the quality of 
life in the community and address 
specific community needs. The 
primary areas of support are 
education and the environment. 

The Education Blueprints 
Association

The Education Blueprints 
Association provides learning 
resources that deliver education 
solutions for individuals, teachers, 
and students. They provide 
programs that engage students/
learners, as well as learning tools 
and courses that challenge 
learners to achieve excellence in 
education and life. By providing 
resources and programs for 
teachers, the Education Blueprints 
Association aims to increase 
students’ skills through trans-
formative learning experiences.

http://classwish.org/about
http://classwish.org/about


ExxonMobil Community 
Investment
Areas of funding interest include 
education, the environment, 
health, and safety opportunities.

G. Unger Vetleson Foundation 
Their mission is to aid religious, 
charitable, scientific, literary, and 
educational uses.

Heckscher Foundation for 
Children
They fund organizations serving 
youth in the fields of education, 
family services, job training, 
health, arts, and recreation.

 

Teacher Websites
for iPad apps google search 
“free education apps” 
WatchKnowLearn
TeacherTube
School Tube

Free teacher resources may 
be found at:
TeachersCount.org
teacher.scholastic.com
ClassJump.com

for help creating morning 
messages that count and stick 
www.responsiveclassroom.org/
article/ideas-morning-meeting-
mess

When ordering/purchasing online from 
other teachers please remember to be 
respectful of  copyrights!

Conferences
You may check any of the fol-
lowing web sites for confer-
ences in your area.  States 
and/or geographical locations 
have been designated and all 
others are national
AL ... akateacher.org
CA ... californiakindergarten
association.org
CA ... SCKC.org
IL ... illinoisascd.org!         
MN ... mymka.org
ND... ndka.org!         !!
northwest  ... nellieeedge.com
TX ... ktot.org! acei.org
drjean.org  ! nabe.com
classroom.com/conferences
ncte.org! ! nctm.org
naeyc.org/conferences!
reading.org! sde.com

***************************

National Kindergarten Alliance
Officers and Board of Directors  
2011-2012

President ... Lois Logan
126 Bluff Spring Drive, Madison, 
AL 35758 
llog35758@knology.net

President Elect... Penny Pillack 
PO Box 309,  Agua Dulce, TX 
78330  ppillack@aol.com

Secretary ... Dr. Penny Warner
228 Gildemeister Hall,  Winona 
State Univ.Winona, MN 55987
pwarner@winona.ed

Treasurer ... Jerry Becker
Curriculum / Instruction
SIU Carbondale
Carbondale, IL 62901
jbecker@siu.edu

Past President ... Liz Blek
27916 Via Granados,  
Mission Viejo, CA 92692
lizblek@me.com

Grants/Awards Chair
jbecker@siu.edu

Webmaster,  Jeff Gray
j_gray@mac.com

Directors at Large
(see NKA web site for email         
addresses" www.nkateach.org)  
AL Kindergarten Conference"
Art Teaches - California
Central Florida Kdgn Alliance
Delta Phi Upsilon - National
ESGI Software - National
Frog Street Press - Texas
jbecker - Southern Illinois Univ. 
" Carbondale
Kindergarten Teachers of Texas
Minnesota Kindergarten Assn
***************************

UPCOMING 
PK1 Conference, 1/18 - 
1/20/12 Santa Clara, CA.  
Info at www.california
kindergartenassociation.org
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